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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) with mailroom date 8/20/2003 was 
filed in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97-1 .98. Accordingly, the examiner 
has considered the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10-14, 16-19, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 6,755,738 to Glasson et al. (hereinafter Glasson). 

Regarding claim 1 , Glasson teaches a method for assigning prizes in a bingo- 
type game comprising the steps of: assigning an arrangement of one or more spots on 
each of a plurality of game cards, each spot on each of the plurality of game cards 
having an indicia assignment (see at least figs. 3-7 and descriptions thereof); dealing 
one or more of the plurality of game cards to a first player (see at least 1 :35-57); 
drawing a random sequence of draw indicia (see at least 2:39-44); marking each spot 
on each of the plurality of game cards dealt to the first player having the indicia 
assignment corresponding to the draw indicia (see at least figs. 3-7 and descriptions 
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thereof); completing the marking of the arrangement of the spots on at least one game 
card of the first player (see at least figs. 6-7 and descriptions thereof); counting the 
number of draw indicia from the drawing step required to complete the marking of the 
arrangement of the spots on the at least one game card of the first player (see at least 
2:25-29 and 2:54-64); and identifying a gam,e prize based on the counted number of 
draw indicia (see at least 2:25-29 and 2:54-64). 

Regarding claim 2, Glasson further teaches determining a plurality of ranges of 
counted draw indicia, each of the plurality of ranges corresponding to a prize level 
further comprising a winning payout and payout percentage, wherein the sum of the 
payout percentages corresponding to each of the prize levels gives the game payout 
rate (see at least 5:34-58). 

Regarding claims 3 and 14, Glasson describes in the dealing step, dealing one or 
more of the plurality of game cards to a second player; and in the marking step, marking 
each spot on each of the plurality of game cards dealt to the second player having the 
indicia assignment corresponding to the draw indicia (see at least figs. 6-7, 1:44-57, and 
6:3-6). 

Regarding claim 4, Glasson additionally describes wherein one of the first player 
and second player may determine the winning payout for each of the plurality of ranges 
(see at least 5:34-58). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, see at least figures 3-7 and descriptions thereof. 

Claims 7-8 and 10-1 1 are directed toward probabilities of achieving a payout 
(payout percentage) and probabilities of completing the marking of the arrangement of 
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spots (win percentage). However, the claimed subject matter merely provides known 
mathematical formulas to characterize the game of bingo. Such formulas are inherent 
in Glasson because they are mathematical descriptions of the game of bingo, which is 
explicitly taught by Glasson. 

Regarding claims 13 and 17, Glasson teaches an electronic bingo-type gaming 
system comprising: one or more microprocessors (processor 34, see at least 3:31-44); 
a display having a first region operable for displaying a plurality of game cards with win 
spots and assigned indicia and a second region operable for displaying a random 
sequence of indicia (see at least figs. 3-7 and descriptions thereof); a player interface 
for initiating game play and selecting game operations (see at least fig. 1 and sensors 
38 in 3:31-44); and a program operable with the.one or more microprocessors for 
generating the plurality of game cards, generating a random sequence of drawn balls, 
and marking assigned indicia on each of the plurality of game cards corresponding to 
the random sequence of indicia (see Id). 

Regarding claims 12 and 19, Glasson teaches options selectable from the player 
interface comprising: the number of the win spots (see at least fig. 3), the arrangement 
of the win spots (see at least fig. 3), the number of player cards (see at least 1 :44-57), 
the number of opponents (see at least 1 :44-57 and 6:3-6), the number of cards per each 
opponent (see at least 1:44-57 and 6:3-6), and the prize level winning payout (see at 
least 5:34-58). 

Regarding claim 16, Glasson descries at least one prize level that is a 
progressive jackpot (see at least 5:34-58). 
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Regarding claim 18, Glasson teaches a player interface comprising a touch 
sensitive screen (touch sensors mounted in the screen in 3:31-44). 

Regarding claim 22, Glasson teaches an electronic bingo game system 
comprising: processing means (processor 34, see at least 3:31-44); display means for 
displaying a plurality of game cards with win spots and assigned indicia and for 
displaying a random sequence of indicia (see at least figs. 3-7 and descriptions thereof); 
an input means for initiating game play and selecting game options (see at least fig. 1 
and sensors 38 in 3:31-44); and a program running on the processing means for 
generating the plurality of game cards, generating a random sequence of drawn balls, 
and marking assigned indicia on each of the plurality of game cards corresponding to 
the random sequence of indicia (see Id). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glasson. 
Regarding claim 9, Glasson teaches the above-described invention, but lacks in 

explicitly teaching that one of the first and second player may determine the number of 
spots in the arrangement of spots (i.e. dimensions of the bingo matrix). As described 
herein, Glasson teaches that a player may choose various features of his bingo card 
(e.g. the number of cards in play and the pattern of winning cards). Glasson further 
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describes that it is an advantage of the invention that the game player is given an 
element of choice and hence a feeling of control by being able to select the pattern and 
the bingo player. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Glasson to allow a player to determine the number 
of spots in the arrangement of spots in order to provide an additional feeling of control to 
the player, as is favorably taught by Glasson. 

6. Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Glasson in view of U.S. 2004/0137978 to Cole (hereinafter Cole). 

Regarding claims 20-21, Glasson teaches the invention substantially as 
disclosed above. Glasson further teaches that the bingo game occurs as a "second 
screen feature following the occurrence of a trigger condition in a base game such as a 
spinning reel game" (3:49-51). Glasson refers to a second screen feature to indicate 
known two screen gaming machines having a base game and a bonus game displayed 
on respective screens. Glasson lacks in explicitly teaching that the games are providing 
on two physically separate screens. In a related disclosure, Cole teaches a gaming 
system having two displays, wherein one display may show a bingo game and another 
display may show slot machine reels (see at least paragraph 82). The examiner notes 
that either of the displays is operable for indicating a winning payout. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
invention taught by Glasson in view of Cole in order to implement the features of the 
invention into an actual two screen system in order to permit a player to simultaneously 
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or concurrently play one or more games in addition to those presented with the one or 
more independent displays, as is favorably taught by Cole in at least paragraph 16. 

7. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glasson 
in view of U.S. 6,186,892 to Frank et al. (hereinafter Frank). 

Claim 15 is directed toward a first and second player being networked players. 
For the purposes of this action, the examiner interprets both first and second players as 
human players. Glasson teaches the invention substantially as described above, 
including a player of the game playing against one or more second virtual players. 
Glasson lacks in explicitly teaching that a second player is a human player. In a related 
disclosure, Frank teaches a multiplayer bingo game conducted over a computer 
network (see at least the abstract, 1:7-30, and 6:63-7:29). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Glasson to include a 
second human player playing a game device connected to the game device of a first 
human player in order to allow players from different geographical locations participate 
in a common game, as is favorably taught by Frank. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of References Cited. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. McCulloch Jr. whose telephone number is 
571-272-2818. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

William H. McCulloch Jr. 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
6/11/2007 
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/Corbett Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3714 



